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gauge the people's needs than in any of the more civilized
portions of the globe.

No outline of the great services of India would be com-
plete without references to the builders and managers of
those forty odd thousand miles of railways, whether State or
Company owned. A very unworthy pressure has been put
on the Companies to take more Indians than they thought
advisable in the last ten years or so, and there is no subject
in which the peace, prosperity and good order of India is
more involved. To place the whole control of the traffic
side of the railways into Indian hands is to put the public
within reach of a strike organization which has taken on an
exotic form in the East and which can be far more hysterical
and unreasonable than its British parent. In times of re-
bellion it may paralyse the whole executive and jeopardize
the movements of the Army for both internal and external
crises. It is typical of the slide into which the central
mentality of the Indian Government has got, that this
matter of safety has not been recognized from the first.

The Indian Railway Service is one of convenience and
efficiency so far as ordinary passenger traffic is concerned,
and it is due to seventy years of devoted service in the sub-
ordinate levels by a large number of Anglo-Indians * that
the Indian public have been so well and safely carried. In
goods traffic there is unfortunately an opening for the in-
herent chicanery of the East, and many a merchant will tell
you stories of trucks side-tracked, and even unloaded by the
way, for want of a douceur to station officialdom. Also is there
a merry little dishonesty often afoot in such matters as cash-
on-delivery railway vouchers, whose telling might cause dis-
may. The intricacies of the modern West have introduced
countless new opportunities of defrauding the simple and
helpless.

That, however, is by the way. The engineering and
traffic services of the Indian railways have been honourable
openings for many devoted Europeans and it is not imagin-

1 Viz. men of mixed blood.